WHAT ARE SATS?

 

SAT stands for ‘Standard Assessment Tests' and are also known as ‘End of Key Stage Assessments' or ‘Statutory Assessments'. Children sit SAT exams throughout their school life at the ages of 7 (Year 2), 11 (Year 6), and 14 (Year 9).

All Year 6 pupils, aged 10-11 in England are required to sit standard tests in the core subjects of Maths, Science and English. There are two or three test papers per day, spread over the week beginning 14th May 2005. 
 

Children do not pass or fail National Curriculum Tests at Key Stages 1, 2 or 3. They are designed to help teachers assess pupils' strengths and weaknesses and determine what pupils understand about a subject; how much of the curriculum they understand now and what they might achieve in the future.

 

The questions are written by education experts. Once completed, the tests are not marked by the school, but are sent off to be marked by teachers elsewhere in the country, to ensure impartiality. 

WHAT ARE LEVELS?

Children are awarded a level after the SAT exams. Levels allow comparisons of ability between your child and national standards. 

Every child is different and we aim for all children to reach their full potential. The expected level which most children should achieve by the end of primary school is Level 4. To get a level four in the tests children need to answer correctly approximately half of the questions. Some children will exceed national expectations for 11 year olds and attain a Level 5. To get this level in the tests children will need to answer about 75% of the questions correctly.  

However, children are all unique and many will score above or below this level. Also children's strengths and weaknesses vary and often children will attain different levels in each subject.

WHEN ARE THE SATS?
 

This year the SATs will be completed from Monday 14th May - Friday 18th May.

	Monday 

14th 
	Tuesday 

15th 
	Wednesday 16th
	Thursday 

17th
	Friday 

18th

	Science test A

45 minutes 

Science test B

45 minutes


	Shorter writing test

20 minutes

Spelling test

10 minutes

Longer writing test

45 minutes 


	Reading test

45 minutes 

(plus 15 minutes’ reading time)

 
	Maths test A

45 minutes

Mental maths 
20 minutes


	Maths test B

45 minutes


Each test has to be completed on these certain days but not necessarily in the order given for each day.

If children miss a test, they will not be awarded a score for it and therefore will not receive a level. However, children will still receive a teacher assessment. 
HOW ARE TEACHER ASSESSMENTS REACHED?
Work is formally assessed in all subjects throughout the year, including end of term assessments. Your child will also have completed formal tests during their school career, such as at the end of Key Stage One. These, along with informal judgments of your child's performance in class allow teachers to award your child a level in each subject. 

HOW WILL I FIND OUT THE RESULTS?
You will receive a sheet with your child's report that will state the test level and teacher assessment. Both of these results are equally as important. The sheet will also detail how the child fairs in comparison to the national and school averages.

WHAT DO WE DO IN SCHOOL TO PREPARE?
 

At school, we prepare children for the SATs by revising work that has been studied throughout Key Stage Two. We provide booster sessions within lessons, with extra adult support, for those children who would benefit from a little extra support. Much nearer the time, we will introduce the children to the past papers to help them familiarise themselves to the format of the tests. 

 

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP?

 

Firstly, it is important not to put too much pressure on children or set unrealistic goals. Good preparation should aim to ensure that the children are able to achieve a level which is a reflection of their full potential. 

 

It is equally important preparation begins at home as well as school.

There are lots of things you can you can do at home to support preparations and learning in school. Some important points to consider include:

· Don’t book a holiday during the SATs week.

· Carry on supporting with other school work such as spellings, homework and reading.

· Always work with the children on any activities you undertake. They will always get more out of what they are doing when working with another adult. 

· Ask lots of questions and explore information, don't try to teach concepts or skills.

· Make any activities fun. 

· Spend small amounts of time often, rather than long revision sessions. 

· Don't expect children to know everything. 

· Try to encourage children to have realistic expectations. 

· Don't test the children at home; if you are concerned about their progress discuss it with the class teacher. 

· Use Revise Wise materials and online resources and activities. 

· Use appropriate materials i.e. Key Stage 2 or Year 6. 

· Always supervise when the children are using any online materials.

· Give them the chance to talk over any worries. 

· Talk about the activities the children have done in school – how have they remembered different things? Will this help at home?

· It is particularly beneficial to provide practical opportunities for your child to use their knowledge. For example:

· Ask them to program the video if you have been revising time with them;

·  If cooking with your child, ask them to weigh ingredients. They could also identify the reversible and irreversible changes which occur.

· When reading a magazine or information, ask them to comment on they style or layout, discussing what they find most effective. 

We must ensure that children are confident about their ability to do well. Please try to ensure that children live their normal lives, playing and following extra-curricular activities which they enjoy. 

There are many resources online which give advice, answer questions or provide activities for the children to do. Why not try out some of the links below (you could start at our website and follow the links!):  
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Click on the link to visit the CGP Revision guides site (www.cgpbooks.co.uk) 
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	Revise Wise at:  www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revisewise has free information, tests, quizzes and games to help children make the most of what they know in preparation for the Key Stage 2 National Tests. 

Highly recommended!
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ICTEACHERS SAT REVISION 

	Revision information with questions to answer (www.icteachers.co.uk/children/children_sats)

Again, highly recommended! 
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	You can find up to date information about all the national tests at the official government website for parents at: www.dfes.gov.uk/parents/curriculum
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LETTS EDUCATION 

	Letts produce revision guides, as well as publishing test papers from previous years (www.lettseducational.co.uk) 

	

	Fun maths games and activities (www.counton.org/index) 



	
WOODLANDS JUNIOR SCHOOL
	Woodlands at www.woodlands-junior.co.uk  has a great deal of free quizzes and a fantastic range of fun games to help children revise various skills in English, maths and science. 

Very highly recommended!




