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Welcome

Welcome to Wellesley

Wellesley is a small primary school with approximately
210 children on roll. We occupy an extensive site on the
edge of a large housing estate in the south of Yate.
Wellesley Primary School offers an open, friendly
environment where parents, staff and governors work
together to give children every opportunity to be
confident and happy learners.

At Wellesley we aim to:
Value the importance of working with each other, our parents and the wider community
Develop happy, motivated life long learners equipped for the future
Nurture, caring and respectful individuals
Develop thoughtful and environmentally conscious citizens
Strive to reach our full potential and take pride in our achievements
Children join us from a number of pre-schools in the local area. Most children move on to one
of three secondary schools; Brimsham Green, Chipping Sodbury and Yate International
Academy.
We actively encourage close links with parents to ensure that they are well informed about
their child’s progress in school. Many parents are actively involved during the school day

hearing children read or supporting teachers with activities such as art and design technology.

Parents also support the school by joining the Friends of Wellesley School. This is an active
team of parents committed to raising funds to support school projects.

The school has a very enthusiastic team of governors who provide encouragement and
support to the Headteacher and staff in the day to day running of the school.

‘Wellesley’ is the family name of the Duke of Wellington. In May 1995, the
Duke and Duchess of Wellington visited the school. We were given permission

to use the Duke of Wellington family logo in 1998.




Life at Wellesley

Life at Wellesley is different!

Being a relatively small school of approximately
210 children, we pride ourselves on being able to
treat each child as an individual. The school has
a very caring ethos where every child matters.

A highly dedicated team of staff ensure that
all children receive a challenging, fun filled
and rewarding curriculum.

Children are encouraged to develop as caring
and considerate citizens of the future. They are
given opportunities to contribute to the decision
making process of the school through getting
involved in class and school councils. Children
regularly participate in fundraising events in order
to raise money for charity and are given
responsibilities such as leading acts of collective
worship or helping to run the school library.

“I really love it at
Wellesley because
the teachers are

really nice and we
get to do fun things”.




IS different....!

The school is extensively networked and boasts
over 50 laptops for classroom use.

All classrooms are equipped with interactive
whiteboards and projectors allowing ICT to be
delivered to all classes.

We provide a fun and flexible curriculum.
Themed weeks are organised termly which
provide opportunities for staff and children to
work together across the school on a range of
creative activities. In the past themes have
included ‘Music Around The World’ which
involved every child taking part in an African
drumming workshop and ‘Victory in Europe’
week which finished with the whole school
getting together to hold an outside street party.
The curriculum is further enriched through an
extensive range of after school activities and
school visits.

The grounds have been extensively
developed to encourage creative and W ,
imaginative play and as a result we have l have_ lots of friends
been awarded the Platinum Play Award. and | like all the

The children have access to a wide range teachers. | am very
of materials from the Playpod scheme. happy when | come
We have an outdoor classroom and pond td to school.”

allow curriculum based activities to take
place.




Curriculum

The Curriculum aims:

To provide opportunities for pupils to learn and achieve.

To promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, whilst preparing all
pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life.

To achieve these aims, the school curriculum remains
broad and balanced. Pupils receive literacy, numeracy,
information & communication technology (ICT), science
and religious education in line with national requirements.
These subjects will equip them with the essential skills to
promote an enquiring mind and the capacity to think
rationally.

In addition, there is time allocated for physical education,

art and the humanities subjects, health education and

citizenship, encourage children to appreciate Britain’s

diverse society, prompting personal response to a wide range of experiences.

The school curriculum, together with the daily acts of collective worship, reinforces spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development of the children.

English

Great emphasis is placed on strong speaking and listening, reading and writing skills,
taught through a range of co-ordinated and progressive language and literacy activities.
These are practised and developed throughout the curriculum. The English curriculum
is further enhanced by events such as book fairs, inter-house literacy competitions and
visiting story-tellers and drama groups.

Mathematics

Pupils develop their own methods for problem solving and are encouraged to use these
strategies both working within mathematics and applying it to everyday situations.

Information Communication Technology

ICT forms an increasingly central part of the curriculum in a
technological age. Pupils are given opportunities to become familiar
with a range of information technologies and to develop the skills to
use them. They are also given the advantage of the opportunities
ICT provides to support learning in other areas of the curriculum.



Science

Through a practical approach, pupils develop their ability to make predictions, carry out
fair tests, make careful observations and use their results to draw relevant conclusions,
based on sound scientific knowledge and understanding.

Geography

Geography teaching offers opportunities to stimulate children’s interest in their
surroundings. It aims to foster the sense of wonder at the beauty of the world around
them.

History

Children are encouraged to develop their skills, knowledge and
interest in history through studying aspects of Britain’s past and
the development of other major world civilisations. Throughout
their studies, the children will use a range of primary and
secondary sources of information, taken from pictures,
documents, artefacts and offsite visits.

RE

Through the study of Christianity, Islam, Hinduism
and Judaism, the children develop an understanding
and respect for the beliefs, traditions and cultures of
world religions.

Music

Pupils are given the opportunity to explore musical devices
and how music reflects time and place. Through linking with
other areas of the curriculum, children compose and begin to
notate their own music.



Curriculum (continued)

PE

In order to provide for children’s physical development a varied
programme of PE activities are taught across the school. All
children spend time on a yearly basis engaging in gymnastics,
dance and games. To compliment this, a wide range of extra-
curricular activities are taught after school. Years 3,4 & 5 are
taught swimming.

Art

Pupils explore their ideas through a range of materials
and tools. They use their knowledge and understanding
of materials and processes to generate and communicate
their ideas to others. Some time is spent evaluating the
work of fellow artists.

Design Technology

Strongly linked to other areas of the curriculum, children are taught to generate designs
to meet a specific purpose. These are then made using a range of materials and
components including food, textiles and resistant materials. Time is spent evaluating the
effectiveness of their designs.

Personal, Social & Health Education and Citizenship

Regular sessions enable children to discuss and reflect upon personal experiences,
share viewpoints and ideas on their personal, social and spiritual development.

Sex & Relationships Education

Puberty education is taught in Year 5 and sex education in Year 6. Parents are invited
to view material and videos used during these sessions in order that they may support
their children and answer any questions that may arise.

Special Educational Needs

Children with special needs are strongly supported by teachers and teaching assistants
within the classroom and whilst working in small groups. We have a dedicated co-ordinator
who oversees special needs in the school.



Extra-Curricular Activities

After School Activities

The school offers all pupils a
wide range of after school
activities, including art, circus
skills, cookery, football, fun
sports and computer animation.

School Visits

An annual residential visit is organised for Year 6. It provides
an opportunity for pupils to stay away from home, whilst
experiencing a range of activities such as canoeing, zip wire,
mountain challenge

and pony trekking.

Focus is placed

upon developing

teamwork and

independence.

Throughout the year
local visits are made
to support many
aspects of the
curriculum.

Healthy Schools

We are part of the Healthy Schools scheme which aims to promote a
healthy lifestyle. Under the scheme we have introduced water bottles
into the classrooms so children can drink regularly throughout the day
and installed cycle racks to encourage cycling. Children are encouraged
to bring in suncream during the summer months and wear sun caps. We
have a healthy tuck shop for all of our pupils.



Early Years

Children in Reception will enjoy a happy, safe and stimulating learning environment where they will
explore, investigate and discover all areas of the curriculum.

Children are encouraged to become independent learners and develop the confidence to follow their own
interests through a mixture of adult led and child initiated activities.

All areas of the curriculum are taught through play both indoors and outdoors. Children move freely
between the classroom and the playground at all times of the day throughout the year.



Foundation Stage

We are totally committed to making learning fun. Children work with staff to plan activities that
meet their interests, individual needs and stage of development.



Friends of Wellesley School

The school is very fortunate to be supported by an active parent teachers association who strive
to provide a mix of fund raising and social activities throughout the year, for the pupils, their
families and the local community.

Events |n'cIuded: . Through fund raising FoWs has:
Chrlstmas fair Purchased books for the KS1 reading
Discos scheme
Sponsored skipping Paid for the wireless ICT network
Summer fair currently being used in school
Providing refreshments at school events Contributed towards the cost of school
trips

Made a contribution to outside play
development

FoWs always welcome any help from any new families joining the school.

Breakfast Club

Wellesley Primary School runs a Breakfast Club every weekday during school term time (except
INSET days). It starts at 7.30 am and we charge a nhominal fee for child care. The club is
OFSTED registered and is run by two members of staff who offer a range of exciting activities for
children to participate in each day. Breakfast is served by the school cook and children need to
bring in money on a daily basis to pay for the food they have.

Houses

All of the children in Wellesley School are assigned to one of four houses

Rowan (Green) Oak (Blue)
Hawthorn (Red) Maple (Yellow)

At the beginning of each year the children vote for a boy and a girl
to act as a house captain and lead their house. Throughout the
year children compete against other houses in a range of academic
and sporting activities such as sports day, football tournaments,
spelling and maths competitions. Cups are awarded to the winning
house which are then proudly displayed in the school entrance area.

Children also receive points for their houses to reward good
manners, behaviour and work. A cup is presented to the house at
the end of each term who have collected the most points.

Children attend a special house assembly once a month which is organised and lead by
their house captains.



Governors

Governors have a really important part to play in raising school standards. Together with the
Headteacher and the leadership team governors set the future direction of the school, ensure
accountability and evaluate school performance.

School governors are people from the school's community who wish to make a positive
contribution to children’s education. Anyone with an interest in education can be become a
governor.

Our governors sign up for a term of office and there are always opportunities to become a
governor if you are interested.

Please contact the school office for more details.

Parents

Parents are warmly invited to
participate in school life. Parents
regularly help hear children read and
support in the classroom with art and
design technology activities. They are
invited to school productions and
weekly acts of collective worship which
are led by the children.



We are extremely proud of what our school has to offer and we welcome
visits from prospective pupils and their parents at anytime during the year
to tour the school. Please telephone the school office to arrange an
appointment.






Wellesley

Primary School
Yate
South Gloucestershire

YV
NN A

|

Eco-Schools




